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From the editor – culture in motion
Nadezhda Mandelstam, in a personal account of persecution under the Stalinist regime of Soviet Russia
in the 1930’s,¹ often alludes to courage and optimism, and states the following words:
I have read somewhere that in the history of all nations there is a time when people ‘wander in body and
spirit’. This is the youth of a nation, the creative period of its history that affects it for many centuries and sets
its cultural development in motion.
Although circumstances in the Emirates today are very different to those experienced by Mrs. Mandelstam, this is nonetheless a young nation that is progressing quickly. A spectrum of people from different
parts of the world bring with them talent, knowledge and weave a rich cultural tapestry.
Creativity comes not only in the arts, but also in technology and organisation. We have Louvre Abu Dhabi
on our door step, institutions such as Barjeel that catalogue the region’s art very well, a host of galleries
and art events, an over-subscribed Sikka Art Fair, a font on Windows, Android and iOS named after
Dubai, a government keen to be at the forefront of technology, and moreover ministers with portfolios over
artificial intelligence, tolerance and the future. Might we be now sharing the same journey in body and
spirit, and contributing to a historically formative creative period?

What’s news!
New chapters for a lexicon in Middle Eastern modern and contemporary art
Having opened in 2010 with the purpose of bringing modern and contemporary Arabic art into the public sphere;
Barjeel Art Foundation is becoming an ever-greater, richer lexicon of modern-day Middle Eastern culture.
The institution marks a new chapter with the acquisition of Dia Azzawi’s, 1968 painting, A Wolf Howls: Memories
of a Poet. ²Based on Shamous, a poem by Muzaffar Al Nawab; it expresses a mother’s anguish after the loss of
her son in Iraq’s political struggle between Communists and Baathists. Hence not only a formidable art work, but a
direct reference to Middle Eastern literature, history and politics.
Yet another chapter is represented by Barjeel’s imminent move to Sharjah Art Museum. Here a permanent exhibition will come on view, in a five-year agreement between parties. The final exhibition at Maraya Art Centre,
Barjeel’s home since 2010, is Paul Guiragossian: Testimonies of Existence, between 24 February and 28 April.

¹ Mandelstam, Nadezhda. Hope against Hope. Harmondsworth: Penguin Books, 1975. Print.
² This painting was originally titled Crying Wolf; a name which is now not valid.
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© Barjeel Art Foundation - Dia Azzawi, A Wolf Howls: Memories of a Poet, 1968. Image courtesy of Barjeel Art Foundation, Sharjah.
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Generation counterpoint at Tabari
Artspace
Two generations and three Palestinian artists
converge at DIFC’s Tabari Artspace to bring
to us an immersive experience of belonging.
Sliman Mansour, Hazem Harb and Mohammed Joha combine painting, photography
and sculpture to narrate a story of the Palestinian homeland and a deep attachment to it.
Powerful statements resonate through the
work and the materials employed. The
exhibition named El Beit is on between 6
February and 8 March.

© Sliman Mansour, Father and Mother on their Wedding Day, 1984. Image courtesy of
Tabari Artspace, Dubai.

Let’s be sensitive with robots
at Global Art Forum 2018
Art Dubai has announced its full programme for the 12th
edition of the Global Art Forum. Titled ‘I Am Not a Robot’, this
is set to happen over two sessions. The opening series of
events being on 14 February at Dubai Design District, and the
second set taking place at Art Dubai from 21 to 23 March.
Intriguingly one talk discusses how a future purpose of
humans, could be for the caring of depressed robots – does
anyone remember a melancholy Marvin in Douglas Adams’
Hitchhiker’s Guide to the Galaxy’?
This innovative edition will focus on automation and artificial
intelligence, and the positive and negative consequences
these might have. The events consist of lectures, conversations,
discussion panels, performances and a screening titled ‘Consider the Robot and “Other” States of Futureness’, by Cinema
Akil.
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Sopranos? Baritones? Tenors? Not quite…
it’s ten years of Opera
Opera Gallery Dubai celebrates its ten-year anniversary in the region. To commemorate this venerable milestone, it
will host the first ever solo show for internationally celebrated Spanish artist Manolo Valdés. This work is resonant in
history, society, symbolism and form, and his paintings and sculptures will be on display at the DIFC gallery from 15
March. We anticipate with equal excitement, five monumental sculptures by Valdés that will be on view for one year
across the financial centre.
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Image courtesy of Opera Gallery, Dubai

Equestrian Portrait of Charles I by Anthony van Dyck, 1638 Credit: Alamy

17th Century Europe returns to the XVA
17th century Europe represented a tremendous rise in cultural wealth, and a golden age in certain parts. Art
historian Rose Balston – in a series of lectures – guides us through its streets, homes, religious seats and royal
courts.
Art played a crucial documentary, social and political role depicting landscapes, people, religion, history and
mythology. It was used as a tool for attracting royal suitors, influencing decisions of the powerful, and swaying
public opinion. While art precipitated the downfall of monarchies, it also resonated restoration and rebuilding
society. From Bernini and Caravaggio to Rubens, van Dyck and Velazquez, presentations are held weekly at
the XVA Galley from Wednesday 21 February through to Wednesday 18 April.
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The lines that guide us: an interview with Shrutika Gosavi
Lines play a predominant role in your work; in abstraction, in animal and human form. In what context does the
use of lines express your nature?
The line is the most important part of my work, actually, it is a part of my personality. From the beginning,
when I started practicing art, I was more focused on
the line. The reason behind it being, I was surrounded by print makers. I used to study their drawings. In
drawings and print making, lines play a dominant
theme. This inspired me a lot.
I began working on realistic drawings of goats and
started adding animals and human forms. Later as
the work progressed, my lines set into simplified
abstract forms. I am not bound by particular forms - I
express through lines! I portray using flowing, strong
lines, no matter the subject or object. Nowadays I
am working on the movement of desert dunes and
the sea.
Goats are another dominant, yet positive representation in your paintings? Does their prevalence
derive from your Indian heritage?
During university days, my friends and I often used
to go to nearby places to practice sketching.
Goats are commonly seen in villages in India; and I
found their shape and the way they move very
attractive. Initially I made many realistic sketches
and paintings of goats. One of my professors
advised me my lines were strong, and that I should
develop them further. This really motivated me and
gradually I started making creative and simplified
forms. My paintings and sketches of goats did not
visibly depict goats anymore and were heading
towards abstraction. I continued my focus on lines
and endeavoured to simplify the forms as much as
possible.

© Shrutika Gosavi, Goat 1, 2008. Image courtesy of IRC Art Gallery, Sharjah.

Head 1 – the three heads all looking in different directions reflects changing faces, characters, viewpoints and
histories, all in the same person. Is this really what the painting means? If so, in your opinion – do we all bear
different natures within us?
There are three faces expressing a split – the human being, his nature and his perspective of the world. This is the
reflection of forms in my subconscious mind. In answer to the question – we do not bear different natures within,
however as cognitive beings, we do have the capacity of maintaining differing viewpoints and presenting the ones
closest to our nature or our goals.
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© Shrutika Gosavi, Head 1 – The Mask, 2011. Image courtesy of IRC Art Gallery, Sharjah.

The richness in Indian culture comes across compellingly in paintings such as the Big Fat Indian Wedding and Ek
Duje Ke Liya. What is the fundamental message that these aim to portray?
I started work with a plan to make a series on the subject – these are the very first in the sequence. They are inspired by
my nostalgia for home, the music and culture that are a part of daily life.
Marriage in India is a celebration where everyone gets involved – family, friends, neighbours, community. People come
together and take on tasks and jobs – it feels like the marriage of the daughter of the entire neighbourhood. The preparations go on for many weeks and during this time everyone connects anew and comes closer.
Dancing, music, drum-beats are a daily happening. I miss all these things.
For some time now, my work has been inspired by the Emirates and all that I have experienced here. One day however, I received a wedding invitation from a family friend and recalled all the memories, experiences, excitement of the
past and this became my stimulus.
A sentence in Hindi script is inscripted in the Big Fat Indian Wedding - meri masi ki shadi me jalul jalul ana. This translates to – ‘be sure to come to my auntie’s wedding’. However, phonetically, it sounds like it is coming from a young
child who cannot yet clearly pronouncing his or her r’s. Hence the innocent and uninhibited celebration of joy.
The other painting is named Ek Duje Ke Liye which translates to ‘made for each other’. This is also the name of a Bollywood movie and the inspiration for the painting was my love for old movie songs. I am also a singer and like to bring in
the emotions and love of the lyrics and melody into my work.
It is a painting which shows a modest couple sitting together at night – in the presence of the stars and heavenly bodies
looking over them. I made it to express this romance, symbolic of love, nature and the universe. I have also added song
lyrics in the painting – bade acche lagate hai, ye raina aur tum, which means ‘I really like this starry night and you.’
Both these paintings are deeply rooted in Indian culture and the reason for choosing them was because both these
experiences were a part of my life when living in India, and I now miss this.
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© Shrutika Gosavi, Ek Duje Ke Liya, 2017. Image courtesy of IRC Art Gallery, Sharjah.

Wild ones
Photography has the capacity to bring to us profound realisation of the world around us. It captures what might only
otherwise be evidenced once, in a blink of an eyelid – and forever lost. It also captures the reality of what may never
be encountered. In this section we briefly visit nature through the camera lens. What we have as a result, is not only
insight to the grandeur of our world, but a commanding respect for our planet and the life it nurtures.
Next month Dubai Community Theatre and Arts Centre (DUCTAC), brings us an exhibition titled Big Cat Trails. More
detail on this are set below, and a breath-taking shot on show, taken by photographer Hermes Haridas is on page 10.
On pages 11 and 12, we enter the world of Emirati photographer Mubarak Almansoori. Photography is a hobby for
Mr. Almansoori. That said, his work portrays such significant skill and sensitivity, that it allows us an opportunity to
apprecate nature for all its majesty. To see more of Mubarak’s wildlife images, you can visit his Instagram account
@Zabeel_1.

The Big Cat Trails
The Big Cat Trails is an event organised by Paws Trails Explorers. It centres on the conservation of big cats facing
serious threat to their existence. The event will have a coffee table book launch, a photography exhibition of big cats
from the wild, and a painting exhibition of these beautiful creatures.
In the pages of the book you will see stunning imagery. Each photograph expresses a special moment, crystalised in
eternity. The expectation is that you too experience the joy, the exhilaration, the desperation, and the fear. At PT
Explor-ers, we are firm believers that an image can only be great, if it strikes the observer with emotion.
Powerful images leave everlasting impact. They are great conversation starters, allowing for the exchange of information, discovery, learning and fascination. We have watched this first hand at our exhibitions.
Every single one of the cat species featured in this book faces a threat to its survival. Sadly, the biggest source of
danger is humankind and its mindless activities. Big cats hence need protection. If an image can bring out the green
warrior inside you, then please step forward.
This stunning wildlife photography and painting exhibition is brought to DUCTAC by Paw Trails, a passionate group of
photographers, conservationists, artists, designers, writers and travelers, united by their love for nature, dedication to
share this love with the public, and raise awareness about vanishing special habitats, endangered species, and what
one can do to make a difference. This upcoming exhibition focuses on the big cats, and its content is as educational as
it is magnificent.
Event Type: Photography and Painting Exhibition and Coffee Table Book Launch
Location: The Gallery of Light
Opening Night: March 8, 2018, 7:30PM to 10PM
Event Dates: March 9-12 from 9AM to 10PM
Free Entry
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© Hermis Haridas, A closer look!, December 2017. Image courtesy of DUCTAC.
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© Mubarak Almansoori, 2017.
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Lorem ipsum
© Mubarak Almansoori, 2017.

Dia Batal; Between Lands and Seas
Vernissage: Saturday, March 17, 6pm – 9pm
Exhibition Dates: March 17 – April 18, 2018
XVA GALLERY, Al Fahidi Historical Neighborhood, Bur Dubai
BETWEEN LANDS AND SEAS
Between Lands and Seas is Dia Batal’s first solo exhibition in Dubai; it features recent and never before seen artworks. The
exhibition will open with a reception for the artist on Saturday, March 17, from 6pm – 9pm. The opening will coincide with the
opening of the Sikka Art Fair, also located in Al Fahidi Historical Neighbourhood.
In this exhibition Dia Batal explores notions of belonging, identity, and what constitutes the meaning of home. Borrowing texts from
poetry, literature, and narratives from her own family history, she investigates, using materials such as paper and metal, the meaning of home as an internal point of orientation. The artworks also examine the significance of involuntary departures from a
homeland, and what remains with us along those routes of departures.
The exhibition will feature drawing, collage and silkscreen on paper, and sculpture in metal.
Batal will be available for interviews and tours from 17th March to the 23rd of March, 2018.
DIA BATAL
Dia Batal is a London based, Palestinian artist. Her work stems from socio-political concerns and cultural narratives from her
surrounding environment. Her practice draws on the use of Arabic language, calligraphy, and script. Borrowing from that, and in
specific context, she creates installations, objects and work on paper in a contemporary language.
Dia’s work has been shown in solo and collective exhibitions in London, Liverpool, Paris, Beirut, Amman, Dubai, Sharjah,
Manama.
About the XVA Gallery
Established in 2003, XVA is one of the leading galleries in the Middle East that specializes in contemporary art from the Arab
world, Iran and the Subcontinent. Exhibitions focus on works by the region’s foremost artists as well as those emerging onto the
scene. The gallery’s artists express their different cultural identities and perspectives while challenging the viewer to drop prejudices and borders. XVA Gallery exhibits both locally and internationally; collaborating with galleries and participating in international art fairs, such as Art Basel Hong Kong, SH Contemporary, Singapore Art Fair and Abu Dhabi Art in 2014, in order to further
expose Middle Eastern contemporary art.
XVA Gallery and XVA Art Hotel are located in Dubai’s heritage district, now called Al Fahidi Historical Neighborhood. XVA
founded and organized the Bastakiya Art Fair from 2007- 2010 as part of its commitment to raising the profile of contemporary
art practice in Dubai. For three years XVA was located in DIFC and has now expanded its premises in Al Fahidi.
XVA Gallery Contact
Eleanor Smith, Gallery Director
E: ellie@xvagallery.com
E: xva@xvagallery.com
T: +9714 353 5383
M: +97150 153 3813
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© Dia Batal, Fragments of Being, 2017. Image courtesy of XVA Gallery, Dubai.
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What’s where!
ARTIST

EXHIBITIONS & EVENTS

VENUE

START END

Osborne Macharia
Shrutika Gosavi and Salma Serafi
Yiannis Roussakis
Timo Nasseri
Various
Van Gogh
Olivier Mosset
Various
Abbas Kiarostami
Halim Karabibene
Ian Davenport
Christine Müller and Fay McCaul
Abdelkader Benchamma, Vikram Divecha, Mohammed
Kazem, Ahmad Amin Nazar, Hassan Sharif

Black to the Future | Reimagining Now
Brush Meets Camera
The Million Street
All the Letters in All the Stars
New Japan Photo - Issue 4 & 5
‘Van Gogh Alive – The Experience’
Abstraction
The Singular and the Plural
All Together Now
Subjective Landscapes
Cascade
In Residence: Christine Müller and Fay McCaul

Unit 61, Alserkal Avenue
IRC Art Gallery
FN Designs
Maraya Art Centre
Chi-ka
Abu Dhabi National Theatre
Jean-Paul Najar Foundation
1x1 Gallery
Total Arts
Elmarsa Gallery
Custot Gallery
Tashkeel

6-Feb
18-Jan
26-Jan
14-Dec
26-Jan
14-Jan
8-Nov
21-Jan
6-Feb
20-Jan
5-Nov
9-Jan

17-Feb
22-Feb
22-Feb
23-Feb
24-Feb
26-Feb
28-Feb
28-Feb
28-Feb
1-Mar
3-Mar
3-Mar

(Un)conscious: a series of small serendipities

Gallery Isabelle van den Eynde

20-Jan

3-Mar

Gerald Chukwuma and Yaw Owusu
Gazmend Kalemi and Miriam Humer
Michael Sailstorfer
Javlon Umarbekov
Alessandro Balteo - Yazbeck
Sudarshan Shetty
Athier
Hazem Harb, Mohammed Joha, Sliman Mansour
Ashekman
Rashid Al Khalifa
Various

Gallery Takeover by Gallery 1957 from Accara
Interlude
We Love Them All
Poetry And Myths Of Javlon Umarbekov
Instrumentalized
‘A Song, A Story’, and ‘The Empty Vessel’
All Things Come Apart
El Beit
Arab Golden Age V2.0
Hybrids
Focus

10-Feb
11-Jan
20-Jan
6-Dec
20-Jan
21-Jan
23-Jan
6-Feb
11-Dec
20-Jan
6-Feb

3-Mar
4-Mar
4-Mar
6-Mar
7-Mar
8-Mar
8-Mar
8-Mar
10-Mar
10-Mar
10-Mar

Bernardo Nieves and Daniela Carletti

Swiss Art Gate UAE presents: Equus & Folium

Sept

10-Mar

Tariq Dajani
Various
Various
Robert van Koesveld
Various
Various
Various

Drinkers of the Wind
DUCTAC - The Gallery of Light
Al Falaj: Water Systems of the Gul's Oases
Geiko & Maiko of Kyoto
From Barcelona to Abu Dhabi
35th Annual Exhibition of Emirates Fine Art Society
Rebirth
Christies Dubai: Modern and Contemporary Art
Auction

Lawrie Shabibi
XVA Gallery
Carbon 12
Andakalouva Gallery
Green Art Gallery
Leila Heller Gallery
Ayyam Gallery - DIFC
Tabari Artspace
M.A.D Gallery
Ayyam Gallery - Alserkal Avenue
The Third Line
Mezzaluna Restaurant - Emirates
Palace, Abu Dhabi
Showcase Gallery
The Big Cat Trails
Brownbook
The Empty Quarter
Manarat Al Saadiyat, Abu Dhabi
Sharjah Art Museum
Citizen E
Gudolphin Ballroom: Emirates
Towers Hotel
Al Fahidi Historical
Neighbourhood
Madinat Jumeirah
The Louvre Abu Dhabi
Art Hub
Al Fahidi Historical
Neighbourhood

6-Feb
9-Mar
25-Jan
16-Jan
2-Feb
24-Jan
19-Feb

11-Mar
12-Mar
15-Mar
16-Mar
17-Mar
18-Mar
19-Mar

Various
Various

Sikka Art Fair

Various
Various
Various

Art Dubai
Co-Lab: Contemporary Art & Saviour-faire
I Am Not Afraid To Fly

Various

Sikka Art Fair

Various

Modern Masters: Iraqi works from the modernist era

Various
Laura El-Tantawy
Maria Chepeleva and Alexander Tyunkin

10 Years Of Emirates Photography Competition
Beyond Here is Nothing
2 Admire the Nature

Various

Concrete

Manolo Valdés
Various
Ala Younis
Dia Batal
Mike Arnold
Various
Van Gogh

Manolo Valdés in Dubai
From One Louvre to Another
Plan for Feminist Greater Baghdad
Between Lands and Seas
Chasing The Light
World Art Dubai
‘Van Gogh Alive – The Experience’

Paul Guiragossian

Paul Guiragossian: Testimonies of Existence

Hale Tenger
Monolo Chrétien
Mona Saudi
Sandi Hilal and Alessandro Petti
Mohammed Ahmed Ibrahim
Zineb Sedira
Latif Al Ani
Anna Boghiguian

Under, 18
Nose Art
Mona Saudi
Permanent Temporariness
Mohammed Ahmed Ibrahim
Air Affairs and Maritime NonSense
Latif Al Ani
Anna Boghiguian

22-Mar 22-Mar
21-Mar 24-Mar
22-Mar 24-Mar
21-Dec 25-Mar
27-Jan 26-Mar
17-Mar 26-Mar

Meem Gallery

10-Jan

28-Mar

Manarat Al Saadiyat, Abu Dhabi
Gulf Photo Plus
N2N Gallery, Abu Dhabi
Ishara: Signs, Symbols, and
Shared Languages
Opera Gallery
The Louvre Abu Dhabi
Project Space Art Jameel
XVA Gallery
Showcase Gallery
Dubai World Trade Centre
Dubai Design District
Barjeel Art Foundation - Maraya Art
Centre gallery
The Yard
The Third Line
Sharjah Art Museum
NYUAD Art Gallery
Sharjah Art Foundation
Sharjah Art Foundation
Sharjah Art Foundation
Sharjah Art Foundation

27-Nov 31-Mar
6-Feb
31-Mar
15-Feb 31-Mar
5-Mar

1-Apr

15-Mar
21-Dec
28-Feb
17-Mar
14-Mar
18-Apr
11-Mar

5-Apr
7-Apr
14-Apr
18-Apr
21-Apr
21-Apr
23-Apr

10-Mar 28-Apr
19-Mar 1-May
6-Feb
6-May
21-Feb 21-May
24-Feb 9-Jun
16-Mar 16-Jun
16-Mar 16-Jun
16-Mar 16-Jun
16-Mar
1516-Jun

Art awareness and involvement in the Emirates
We went out to ask a few questions to the general public on their awareness and involvement regarding art events and
exhibitions so far this year, and how many anticipate visiting Art Week. Here are the results.
Number of respondents = 120 in a randomized sample of residents in the United Arab Emirates.

So far, this year, I have been to an art event, gallery or museum in the Emirates

40%

Yes

60%

No

It is very encourageing to see that four in ten people surveyed have been to a gallery, museum or art event this year particularly since answers were collected less than forty days into 2018.

I am aware of art exhibitions and events taking place in the Emirates right now
Yes, I'm aware of them all 4%

Not aware

35%

Yes, I'm aware of a few

61%

0%

10%

20%

30%

40%

50%

60%

70%

Again, a good result with nearly two thirds of our survey sample stating awareness of art exhibitions and events.
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I expect to be visiting Art Week in March this year
.

70%
60%

60%

50%
40%

40%

30%
20%
10%

0%

Yes

No

Is there enough information yet on Art Week with 6 in 10 respondents stating that they don’t expect to be
visiting? 2017’s event represented great wealth in culture.

I have visited Louvre Abu Dhabi since it opened
60%
55%

50%
40%
30%
20%

21%

24%

10%
0%

Yes

No

No, but I plan to go

Louvre Abu Dhabi has been open to the public since 11 November 2017. For one in five of our population
stating that they have visited in less than
, 90 days of its launch we believe this expresses great interest in the
cultural institution. More than half of the survey population plans to visit.
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Which Emirate do you reside in?

Fujairah 0.8%

Ras Al
Khaimah 0.8%

Umm Al
Quwain 0.8%

Ajman 4.2%
Abu Dhabi
7.5%

Sharjah
16.7%

Dubai 69.2%

Although most respondents reside in Dubai, the survey touched every Emirate.

Contributors
Zenobia Zein
Communications intern
zenobia.zein@sunstream.ae
Office +971 4 523 2535

Ibrahim Serafi
Business head
ibrahim.serafi@sunstream.ae
Mobile +971 50 467 9519
Office +971 4 523 2535

Please feel welcome to get in touch with us by 28 March, if you wish to make contributions to the
April 2018 art report.
SUNSTREAM REASEARCH & CONSULTING, 117, THE OFFICES 1, ONE CENTREAL, WORLD TRADE CENTRE DISTRICT, DUBAI |
WWW.SUNSTREAM.AE | TEL +971 4 5232535 | CONTACT@SUNSTREAM.AE
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© Enrique Palacio
Manolo Valdés, La Reina Mariana, 2018.
Image courtesy of Opera Gallery, Dubai.
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